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KEY ISSUES IDENTIFICATION
Issue 1
Settlement emerges as the first issue in the Columbian Gas of Massachusetts. Settlement can be defined as an official covenant or agreement met by two or more parties to resolve a conflict or a dispute that might exist among the different parties. In the lawsuit concerning the Columbian Gas of Massachusetts, the defendants, who are the victims of the gas explosion in the ''fire in the valley'' are representing the case through the office of the Attorney general requesting for the recovery of their lost money, harm on resources and homesteads as well as peoples harm and loss of lives.
However, the settlement created a $143 million for the settlement. This Fund was going to make payments in the form of cash to the lawsuit class members, in another name, the victims of the Columbia Gas of Massachusetts.  Moreover, more situations needed to use the $143million for them to be a settlement. Such incidences included payments that were approved by the court for administration settlement, fees incurred in the attorney general's payment, all expenses that were incurred during the process of the lawsuit class, and awards of the class representative in the lawsuit.
In details, the counsel class requested the payment fee of the attorney, which was up to 16.5% of the Fund allocated for the settlement, which represented $4,290,000, a notice for the settlement, and the costs of the administration as well as the costs of the attorneys' and also expenses of up to 3% of the $4,290,000 fund allocated for the attorneys' fee. Also, there was an award of $5,000 given to each of the Class Representatives who were eight in number.  The agreement of all these amounts was arrived via the mediation process, which was between the offices of Healey and the attorney generals.
According to the announcements that were made on Thursday concerning the settlement, each Eversource was entitled to the hiring of a consultant who was expected to be independent to help in conduction of the analysis that was decarbonizing strategies for the business of its natural gas in conjunction with the Baker managements net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by the target of 2050. 
Nevertheless, each case was to fulfill the existing three-year efficiency plan of energy for Columbia Gas. Furthermore, Eversource was going to be required to be obligatory to spread the effect of its next ratio increase out over the period of two years (Wbur News).  This was alleged to be $16.7 million in November 2022 and also 6.3 million in November 2021.  In addition, every company was required to make returns exceeding $6.7 to its customers.  These returns were to be included in the savings that the company saw from the Tax Cuts as well as the Jobs Act of the federal.
In summation on the settlement issue, the lawsuit class members were entitled to the responsibility of providing a claim form for them to be eligible for a monetary award, which would be from the lawsuit settlement. Determination of what to get was going to be determined via the claim process that was going to be supervised by the court. Also, all class members were to receive a varying amount of money.  Additionally, the settlement is considered distinct from the $80 million settlement of Columbia Gas', which was with Andover, Lawrence, and finally North Andover.  

Issue 2
Payment is the second identified issue in the lawsuit of Columbia Gas of Massachusetts.  After the deductions that were made for the acceptance fee of the attorneys', Administration costs and settlement notice, and others the, the funds that were remaining were to be distributed to the members of the class in two ways, which included:
Lump-Sum Payments.
Each Class Members was expected to be granted a lump sum payment from the Fundsettlement's Fund. This distribution of the considerable amount of money was to be done with court-approved formula basis that was considering a given number of aspects, such as geographic location, displacement length, size of the household, and the nature of the property damage.  Never the less, individual payment of a person is going to be based on the way his or her life was disrupted as per the Settlement Administrator.
Itemized Compensation
Class Members who belonged to the business were only allowed to submit claims for itemized compensation only. The individuals belonging to the class members were to decide to submit an itemized claim for losses on the claim of lump sum payment if they have:
1. An existing non-solved pending claim in Columbia Gas' claims process that was supported by all documents that were supporting the unreimbursed losses.
2. An extraordinary claim for damages and losses that are not compensated.
In this case, there is an expectation that the Settlement Administrator was going to conduct a review which was detailed on claims of itemized compensation. However, the detailed review has essential capabilities to delay payments for both itemized compensation and lump sum payment. On the other side, claimers of itemized compensation can probably be given the potential award, which might be reduced by the quantity of already received payments via the claims process of the original natural gas of Columbia Gas.
Issue 3
The objection of a settlement has emerged as a third critical issue in Columbia Gas of Massachusetts's lawsuit. Anyone or class member who is willing to take part in the lawsuit settlement but opts that the terms used in the settlement are unfair, they are allowed to object to the settlement. However, this can be done by writing and sending a letter to the administrator of the settlement expressing yourself and the reason why you think that the court should not approve the settlement.  In the letter, you should also say that you are writing to object to the settlement of the Columbia Gas of Massachusetts, include your name, the address of where you were living during the occurrence of the explosion, and if a current place is you should include the address of the residential area and the mobile number.
Additionally, one is expected to include his or her signature, personal documents that establish the status as a member of a class, specific facts or lawful reasons as to why not to approve the settlement, and finally, if the person has an attorney representing him or her should include any class action settlements that were objected by his or her attorney in the last years.




Proposed Solutions Table
	
	

	Issues#-Solution#

	Solution


	1-1
	· Provision of good evidence to the lawsuit and ensuring that all details provided before the Supreme Court avoid misunderstanding and contradictions among the involved parties.

	1-2
	· Abide by the Supreme Court requirements and trying being ready to respond to the attorney as well as the Judge to help by facilitating and easing the case.

	2-1
	· One is expected to make a list and summation of the harm and cause caused by the Columbia Gas of Massachusetts so that he can provide a detailed and precise claim for itemized compensation.

	2-2
	· There should be an approximate profit, which can be included in the claiming form to ensure that the Class Member benefits from the explosion. Also, submit all the requirements by the supreme court in time to qualify for lump-sum payments and itemized compensation. 

	3-1
	· There should be writing and sending of a letter that should be addressed to the settlement administrator at a possible time informing him or her that you believe that the rems used during the settlement were unfair according to you, and you pledge with the supreme court not to approve the settlement.

	3-2
	· One should not hire an attorney during the objection of a settlement on his or her behalf and should satisfy all substantive requirements on behalf of the members of the class.







Pros and Cons Matrix
	Solution
	Pros
	Cons

	1-1 Provision of good evidence
	· Eases the case by easing the work of involved parties
	· Causes delay due to increased time when looking for pieces of evidence

	1-2 Abiding to the supreme court requirements
	· Helps in good decision making of the Judge
	· This leads to time limits because, most of the time, one must attend the court preceding's.

	2-1 Making a list of loss incurred
	· Helps in proving good evidence that results in reasonable payment
	· Time consumption in compelling of the list  

	2-2 Approximate aimed profit
	· Help in the provision of reasonable lump sum payment
	· Risk and can lead to termination of payments when realized by the payment authorities.

	3-1 Sending of a letter to the settlement administrator
	· Helps in making the matter more precise and expressing your views in the right way
	· Time consumption because it leads to payments delay

	3-2 Not hiring of an attorney
	· Saves on the cases incurred during the lawsuit
	· High risk of losing the objection of the settlement since you don’t have an attorney
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